
Dakota Information Card
Chief Wabasha (ca. 1765-1836)

An important leader of the Dakota who carried the same hereditary name of “Wabasha” 
was born around 1765 and passed away in 1836. Chief Wabasha was the leader of one 
of the Dakota tribes that was named the Mdewakanton. He was also referred to as The 
Leaf, or Red Leaf. 

He played a key role as an ally to the British in the War of 1812. Wabasha (ca. 1765)  
was responsible for raising many Dakota Oyate supporters. He participated in key 
battles during the war of 1812, including Mackinac, Detroit, Fort Meigs, and Fort 
Stevenson. 

Wabasha (ca. 1765) was an 
important spokesperson for the 
Dakota before, during, and following 
the war. He received a medal for his 
participation in the War of 1812. 
Wabasha was one of the many 
Western Nation Chiefs with whom 
Robert Dickson created alliances on 
behalf of the British Crown.
After the signing of the Treaty of 
Ghent, Wabasha continued to be an 
important spokesperson for Dakota 
people’s rights against growing 
American expansion.

Wabasha (ca. 1765) is
is a part of the Spirit of Alliance 
Monument that the Whitecap Dakota 
First Nation gave to the City of 
Saskatoon.  Chief Wabasha is facing 
Colonel Dickson and they are giving 
each other gifts. The fact that 
Wabasha is a part of the monument 
shows how important he still is to the 
Whitecap Dakota people. 

https://meewasin.com/assets/upload/resources/DevelopmentReview/February%2525202014/war-of-1812-monument-52f1139ae3513.pdf
https://meewasin.com/assets/upload/resources/DevelopmentReview/February%2525202014/war-of-1812-monument-52f1139ae3513.pdf
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