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Dakota Medals in the War of 1812
First Nations leaders and warriors were presented with medals by various 
representatives of the British Crown throughout the War of 1812, at times following 
major conflicts, and at other times at larger official medal ceremonies.

As one example, Robert Dickson, who was a British Colonel, friend, and relative of the 
Dakota, held council on January 18, 1813, at Michilimackinac where he presented 
medals and flags to First Nations warriors. He made solemn promises on behalf of the 
Crown regarding protection of Indian territory. This was a Council of approximately 
5,000 Western Indians, which included Dakota leaders.

The medals presented to First Nations leaders and principal warriors allied to the Crown 
were called King George III Indian Peace Medals, as they had a picture of the King of 
England, George III, on one side.  

In 1814, a special medal was designed to specifically honour First Nations allies who 
participated in the War of 1812. It was intended that the new medal have a different 
design instead of the Royal Arms: an illustration of “Britannia”—a warrior goddess 

representing the Britons—offering a medal to an Indian Chief 
(left).
 
This medal was never issued, as the die broke during the 
process of hardening, and there was not enough time to prepare 
another. Consequently, the standard King George III medals 
were presented instead.
 
Illustration of 1814 medal, from Museum at the Royal Mint 
London; Melvill Allan Jamieson, Medals Awarded to North 
American Indian Chiefs 1714-1922, Bruce Beatty, ed.(Great 
Britain: Percy Lund, Humphries and Co. Ltd, London and 
Bradford), 29-30.

In the mid-nineteenth century, an American painter named George Catlin found Dakota 
Chiefs wearing medals that they were presented for their involvement in the War of 
1812. Although these Chiefs lived several hundred miles south of the Canadian border, 
they still valued their connection to the English. One Chief, who wore a highly polished 
medal, told Catlin: “Tell my Great Mother [Queen Victoria] that you saw our Great Father 
[King George III], and that we keep his face bright.”

https://firstnationswarof1812.wordpress.com/culture/peace-medals/
https://www.saskarchives.com/Dakota_King_George_Medal
http://artgallery.yale.edu/collections/objects/170817
http://www.georgecatlin.org


The Dakota demonstrated the value and trust they placed in the promises of the British 
with their arrival across “the medicine line”, following conflicts with settlers in Minnesota. 
With their arrival near Fort Gary in 1862, their leaders announced that they had come in 
accordance with their alliance with the British, quoting promises made to them during 
the War of 1812. They brought their medals and flags that they had received from the 
British during this conflict.

In 1977, Robert Goodvoice was interviewed in Wahpeton, and he stated: “the Dakotas, 
they have these medals. And these medals were made in England. And a man came 
from England, across the sea they said, across the big waters and brought them, 
brought the medals and the councillors’ badges and these pledges and give it to the 
Dakotas. They were not made in Canada, the medal was made in England. So this is 
the only proof that they have that they are the people that fought side by side with 
Robert Dickson and his army.”

Many of these medals survive to this day, as do the stories of the alliance between the 
Dakota and the British. They remain central to understanding the history of the Dakota 
people who live in Canada today.
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http://www.saskarchives.com/Dakota_Robert_Goodvoice
http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/dickson_robert_6E.html

