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Before they had horses, dogs helped the Dakota people to carry their goods and 
protected the Dakota as they travelled to their seasonal hunting and trade territories. 
A traditional tool used by the Dakota was the travois, or dog sled. This could be used to 
drag heavy loads on the dogs’ backs. The travois was made with two poles strapped to 
the back of the dog with some form of a basket attached to it. The dogs could drag food 
and supplies to new locations carrying as much as 30 pounds. Dogs slept with the 
people and provided warmth as well as warning the Dakota of possible danger.

Recommended children’s books:

The Gift of the Sacred Dog by Paul Goble
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