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Gerald Willoughby 

Gerald Willoughby was one of Saskatoon’s first settlers and a friend to Chief Whitecap. 

Gerald Willoughby was among the first settlers to the Saskatoon area, arriving from 
England in 1883. He owned and operated a general store in the settlement of 
Saskatoon. Oral history from Whitecap Dakota First Nation tells of when Whitecap 
residents came to the city for supplies — a four-hour sleigh trip in winter — Willoughby 
invited them to stay in his stable overnight.  1

Willoughby and Whitecap developed a friendship over time. Willoughby testified in the 
Chief’s defense during Whitecap’s treason trial following the 1885 Riel Resistance. 
Chief Whitecap was acquitted of all charges, in large part due to Willoughby’s testimony. 

Willoughby maintained a friendship with Whitecap’s family after the chief’s death. 
According to the Star Phoenix (August 19, 1933), Willoughby and Mrs. Charles Eagle 
(Whitecap’s second wife) visited for many years afterwards during the Saskatoon 
exhibition, an event that many people from Whitecap visited each year  
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Photography of early Saskatoon settler, Gerald Willoughby, taken from Retracing the Old Trail.

 Darcy Bear, in conversation with Alan Long, September, 2007, (Keith Carlson, et al., John Neilson Lake, Chief 1

Whitecap, Gerald Willoughby, and the Founding of Saskatoon. Report on file at Whitecap Dakota First Nation, 
2007). 
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