Dakota Information Card

Ista Toto Win (Helen Dickson)

I:sfa Toto win' was an important Dakota woman. Ista She was born around 1781 near
Big Stone Lake, located in modern-day Minnesota. She was the daughter of the Dakota

leader Red Thunder ().

1 Ista Toto win is also known as Ista Totowin

In 1797, Toto win married a well-known
Scottish fur trader named Colonel Robert
Dickson. Before they were married,
Dickson courted her for many years in
order to gain the trust of the Dakota
people. After she married Dickson, she
also used the name Helen Dickson. They
had 4 or 5 children. One boy was named
William, and one of the girls was named
Helen. After the War and the signing of
the Treaty of Ghent, the family ended up
living in what became American Territory.
This was difficult for them, and when
Dickson suddenly died in 1823, Toto win
took her children and followed her son
William, who was a well-respected trader
like his father. Later it is known that Toto
win and her children were running a
trading post near St. Pierre in the
province of what is now called Ontario.

Toto win is a part of the Spirit of Alliance
Monument that the Whitecap Dakota First
Nation gave to the City of Saskatoon.
The fact that she is a part of the
monument shows how important she still
is to the Whitecap Dakota people. She is
an important part of the monument to
show the valuable role that women
played in supporting the people they
knew that went to war. It is known that
many people stayed with Toto win and
her family during the War of 1812.
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