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Senator Melvin Littlecrow

Melvin Littlecrow is a respected knowledge keeper from the Whitecap Dakota First 
Nation.

Melvin was born in 1942 on the Whitecap Dakota First Nation. The people of Whitecap 
have long history as skilled at cattle ranching and raising horses. As a child, Melvin 
learned how to handle horses from his grandfather, Harry Littlecrow. He recalls taking 
hay to Saskatoon to sell to the local businesses to feed their horses. Melvin grew up to 
raise horses and cattle of his own. He competed in rodeos racing chuck wagons all over 
Saskatchewan, Alberta, and Montana for over 35 years. He continues to raise horses on 
his farm at Whitecap today. 

At the age of seventeen, Melvin Littlecrow took his first job as a construction worker 
building the Gardiner Dam at Lake Diefenbaker. After returning to work on his family farm 
for a few years, Melvin entered into the steel work trade. He worked as a steel worker 
for over three decades, and had a hand in many of the major construction projects in 
the province, including 
Saskatoon City Hospital, the 
Midtown Plaza, and five 
potash mines. 

As a Councillor for the 
Whitecap Dakota First Nation 
from 1994-2000, Melvin was 
a part of the revitalization of 
the community. This included 
the building of the new 
school and new on-reserve 
housing developments. He 
then moved into the role of 
FSIN Senator. He continues to 
be involved in Indigenous 
governance as a Senator for 
the Saskatoon Tribal Council, 
as a member of the FSIN 
Treasury Board, and is on 
the board of the Dakota Dunes 
Community Development 
Corporation. 
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