Dakota Information Card

Spirit of Alliance War of 1812 Monument

The “Spirit of Alliance” monument located at Saskatoon’s River Landing features the
figures of Dakota Chief Wabasha, along with Colonel Robert Dickson, Totowin, and their
child Helen. In January 1813, a meeting took place between Robert Dickson and Chief
Wabasha. At this meeting, Dickson promised that the British would protect and maintain
the First Nations’ territories after the war was over. The promises were exchanged
under a tipi, straddling a Medicine Line representing the traditional territories of the
Dakota, which extended over the Canadian-US border. Interpretive panels tell the story
of the multicultural allies who also participated in the War of 1812 on the side of the
British.

Adrian Stimson, lan (Happy) Grove, Jean-Sebastien Gauthier were the artists for the
monument. In 2014, The monument was donated to the City of Saskatoon by Whitecap

Dakota First Nation. Prince Edward unveiled the monument at a public event on
September 19, 2014. The monument is meant to raise awareness of the legacy of the
War of 1812 for Western Canadians. Today, many people including Métis, Francophone,
Scottish, Ukrainians, as well as First Nations are descendants of those who fought in
the conflict.



http://www.whitecapdakota.com/fileadmin/user_upload/documents/War_of_1812_-_Monument_Background.pdf
https://meewasin.com/assets/upload/resources/DevelopmentReview/February%202014/war-of-1812-monument-52f1139ae3513.pdf
https://meewasin.com/assets/upload/resources/DevelopmentReview/February%202014/war-of-1812-monument-52f1139ae3513.pdf
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