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Wampum belts were shared between Eastern First Nations before there was contact 
with European newcomers. The European newcomers adopted the use of wampum 
belts among their First Nations allies.  Although wampum belts were important parts of 
the agreements made between the British and Dakota, this was not a Dakota practice.  
The Dakota used the pipe to formalize agreements and alliances.

Wampum belts are made from beads arranged in a symbolic pattern. Each pattern 
represents a person, a nation, a particular event, an invitation, or an agreement. The 
symbols help people to remember their history and communicate complex ideas 
through imagery. 

Wampum belts that were shared with the Dakota:

• In 1787 the Dakota affirmed their allegiance to the British through wampum 
ceremonies and a Peace and Friendship Treaty signed at Michilimackinac.

• In the summer of 1762, a representative of the British Crown named Lieutenant James 
Gorrell visited the Dakota, at which time he delivered two wampum belts and 
exchanged promises of alliance. 

• In the summer of 1764, twenty-four nations—including Ojibway, Saux and Fox, 
Shawnee, Menominee, Huron, and others—affirmed their alliance with the British with 
the Twenty-Four Nation Wampum Belt at Fort Niagara. This became known as the 
Council of Niagara or the Treaty of Niagara, at which the Dakota were represented by 
their allies, the Sauk. 

In 1813, to ensure the First Nations allies of the commitments of the British Crown, 
Dickson spoke on behalf of the British King. He said:

My children with this Belt [of wampum] I call upon you to rouse up your young 
warriors and to join my troops with the Red coats and our ancient brethren the 
Canadians, who are also my Children, in order to defend your and our country… 
They must be told in a voice of thunder that the object of war is to secure to the 
Indian Nations the boundaries of their territories…1

 Dickson, “Speech of Robert Dickson,” 2231

http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/wampum/
http://archaeologymuseum.ca/wampum/
http://www.chiefs-of-ontario.org/sites/default/files/files/Borrows-WampumAtNiagara%20(2).pdf
http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/dickson_robert_6E.html
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