
Dakota Information Card
Historic Dakota Territory and Land Use
The Dakota followed specific seasonal routes, returning to the same locations annually. They wintered in 
smaller groups hunting fur-bearing animals. In the spring and summer, the Dakota would move north to 
hunt buffalo, travelling in larger groups on the plains. Some Dakota communities stayed in seasonal 
summer village sites growing corn and harvesting wild rice. During the summer, the Dakota had both 
friendly encounters and conflicts with other Indigenous groups. In those interactions, they communicated 
what they considered to be Dakota traditional territory.

Sources show that the Dakota people’s traditional territory on a political map includes modern day 
southern Ontario, Manitoba, and Saskatchewan, as well as Wisconsin, Minnesota, North and South 
Dakota, and northern Montana. The Dakota describe their traditional territory as including the Great 
Plains and Missouri Couteau, the Lake of the Woods area, the Great Lakes region, and areas along the 
Missouri, Minnesota, Mississippi, Souris, and Red Rivers. The North and South Saskatchewan Rivers, 
Assiniboine River, and Qu’Appelle river valley were also important travel routes.

There have been many misconceptions of the Dakota traditional territory. The Canadian Government 
denied recognition of the Dakota which has had grave consequences for the Dakota Nations in Canada, 
including that they were not able to enter into treaties in Canada. Since much of the research on the 
Dakota has relied on written European sources and no Europeans settled before the 1870s, this has 
skewed the perception of Dakota patterns of land use.

Over time, Dakota land use and occupancy shifted north and westward since contact, due to colonization 
and increasing settlement by newcomers. This changing pattern continued until the First Nations were 
forced to settle on reserve lands. 
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