Dakota Information Card

Dakota Terminology and Language

The term “Sioux” should be avoided, as it is derived from a derogatory term.

Instead, these groups should be referred to by the names they called themselves: Dakota,
Lakota, and Nakota.

The word “Dakota” means “friend” or “ally.” Collectively, these groups refer to themselves as the
Oceti Sakowin (also spelled Oceti Sakowin; pronounced Oh-CHAY-tee SHAW-ko-ween), which
translates to Seven Council Fires.

The nations who formed the Oceti Sakowir] were collectively referred to as “Sioux” by European
newcomers, who grouped these nations together because of their linguistic similarities. The
word “Sioux” is adapted from the term the Ojibwe called the Dakota: Nadouessioux. Sources
say the term meant “snakes” and was meant as an insult. This name was adopted by the
French and spelled in a number of ways. It was later shortened to Sioux.

Although the term “Sioux” is still widely used in the United States, the Dakota, Lakota, and
Nakota in Canada avoid the use of this term.

Historically, the Oceti Sakowin was made up of the following groups:

Wahpeton Wahpeton
Wahpekute Wahpekute
Mdewakanton Mdewakanton
Sisitonwan Sisseton
Titunwan Teton
Ihanktonwan Yankton
Ihar]l_(tor]war]na Yanktonai

The Wahpeton, Wahpekute, Mdewakanton, and Sisseton comprised the Dakota Nation.

Dakota was not originally a written language so there is no single, official spelling for any given
Dakota word. Some Dakota Nations have different standardized orthographies (spelling
systems) than others. Some Dakota people prefer to use phonetic spelling. Others do not use a
standardized orthography at all, but simply spell Dakota words as best they can using the
English alphabet. For this reason, the spellings of these groups vary as shown above.
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